
 

US History Research Paper Formatting 
 

 

Formatting Guide:  Kate L. Turabian’s Manual for Writers (Turabian Quick Guide) 

 

Basic Formatting 

Length: 8-10 double spaced pages 

 

Margins: 1 inch margins all around 

 

Font: Times New Roman 12 

 

Title Page: 

 Paper title = one-third from top of page, centered 

 Your name = one-third from bottom of page 

 US History = line below your name 

 Date = line below US History 

 

Page Numbers:  
On each page after the title page place your last name and the page number in the upper right 

corner. 

 

Footnotes: 

 Any words, ideas or information that are not your own or common knowledge MUST be 

cited 

 After a sentence(s) that need a citation, go to the Reference Tab and click Insert Footnote 

 This will insert a small superscript number at the end of the cited information 

 It will also place a line at the bottom of the page, under which will be the corresponding 

number to the footnote just created 

 

o Below the line you need to include the appropriate bibliographic information for 

the relevant source 

1. Author’s name, 

2. Book title in italics 

3. (City of publication: Publisher, date of publication), 

4. Page number. 
o John Lewis Gaddis, Strategies of Containment (New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 

2005), 39. 
 

 The correct format for the footnote can be found by going to the Bibliography section of 

NoodleTools 

 

o For the relevant source, click on the Footnote Format link 

o In the window that comes up, insert the correct page number (s) 

o Copy and paste citation into the appropriate space at the bottom of the page 

 

 For any subsequent footnotes from the same source, your footnote should just 

include the author’s last name and page number 

 

http://www.press.uchicago.edu/books/turabian/turabian_citationguide.html


 

 

Bibliography: 

 

 Your bibliography should include all sources used 

 Your bibliography should be at the end of your paper, on a separate page, with  a 

centered title 

 Sources should be single-spaced, listed in alphabetical order by author’s last name 

 Each entry should be flush left, with subsequent lines indented 

 


